
Chair’s Report
This year has been a most exciting year for the Trustees of the Limes 

Five years after starting out with the ‘Where
Can I Play’ conference in May 1999 we have
finally achieved our aim of an accessible,
inclusive play centre as the centre will be
opening in June in William Morris Hall, 
6 Somers Road Walthamstow E17. The
Centre includes an activity hall, a children’s
IT suite, an adventure playground, a
sensory room, a soft play room, a meeting
room and teenage activity room as well as
office accommodation.

This year has seen the granting of planning
permission, the release of the capital, the
finalising of the plans for the building, the
tendering for the building contracts and the
completion of most of the work. We have
also obtained a significant amount of
funding on top of the capital funding we
were granted by the New Opportunities for
Walthamstow Single Regeneration Budget.
We have established a children’s
participation group who have been actively
involved in the development of the plans
and a Board of Advisers who have been
enormously generous in sharing their
expertise with us. What a year!

Our thanks are to be given to a large
number of people but I would like in my
report to say a special thank you to two
people – Melissa Miller, our project
development worker, who since she joined
us in March 2003 has worked so hard and
given a level of commitment and energy to
the work of the Limes which I personally
will always treasure; also to Jacqui Clarke,

our project manager from the New
Opportunities for Walthamstow programme.
No project can ever have had as much
enthusiasm, dedication and sheer hard
work as Jacqui has given to us. She has

been a source of much information, advice
and fundraising activity and I value her
contribution to us greatly.  We are most
grateful to you both.
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We are most grateful to the
following people who have worked
with us this year:

Peter Harding, Nigel Hall and James
Shemeld  from SDA Architects Ltd–
our architects who have worked
with us to achieve our design plan
and Chris Golding from Henry Riley
for his expertise in costing the work
and his ongoing support.

Brian Billington, Wayne Sampson
and Delroy Pommel from Barnardos
who have had the confidence in the
work we have done to support us
in many ways.

Barnes Webster and Sons Ltd for
working so hard to meet the time
deadlines involved in the
development which were very tight. 

The New Opportunities for
Walthamstow Single Regeneration
Budget for having the patience to

wait for four years for us
to spend their grant! and
Tony Barrett from Waltham

Forest who has helped us with
financial assistance. 

All our colleagues and friends in
Hamara who have shared in the ups
and downs of the work, coped with
our gathering possessions and
given of their expertise.

Trustees
The Trustees this year have been as
follows:

Andrea de Berker 
Chair

Liz Garrett
Vice Chair 
until December when she moved away

Barbara Raynor
Vice chair from December

Cheryl Drury
Secretary

John Adusei
Treasurer

Alison Reeves, Ben Frearson, Julie
Miller, Maureen Borley, Fouzia Shah
and Sheila Tomkins and Cynthia
Merrilees who joined us during the
years as co-opted Trustees. Thanks
to one and all for their loyalty and
hard work.

The Board
of Advisors
We have been most grateful to the
following who have given
generously of their time and
expertise as our Board of Advisors:

Brian Billington, 
Karen Castle, 
David Drury, 
Chris Higginbotham, 
Emily Mottram,
Wayne Sampson, 
Colin Shead, 
Joanne Siney, 
Councillor Simon Wright

The 
Vision of 

The Limes
Community

and
Children’s

Centre  

We are passionate that the Limes
will be a place where children
(and grown ups) disabled and
non disabled can play and work
together, where no-one will be
excluded, where difference will be

valued and everyone can
participate to their full potential.
With your help this can and will
be achieved. We look forward to
working with you 

Thanks
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